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P. kuhlii, while (as noticed by Col. Irby) there appeared to 
be another, though what it may be I am unable to suggest. 


115. PODICEPS CRISTATUS. 
Common at Masharalhaddar at the end of December. 


116. PODICEPS NIGRICOLLIS. 
A pair seen in company with P. cristatus at Masharal- 
haddar. 


117. TACHYBAPTES FLUVIATILIS. 
Common at Masharalhaddar and on the river which falls 
into this lake, as wcll as in all other suitable localities. 


118. ALCA TORDA. 
Abundant in Gibraltar Bay and in the Straits. 


XXII.—On the Geographical Distribution of Birds in 
European Russia north of the Caucasus.—Part II. Rapaces 
Nocturnæ*. By M. MENZBIER. 


STRIX FLAMMEA. 

Like the Common Buzzard and Red Kite, the Barn-Owl 
is distributed only throughout the western and south-western 
parts of Russia. 

It is resident in Courland and is not uncommon in Poland, 
but we do not know any thing of its breeding in the Upper 
valley of the Dnieper. According to the testimony of many 
of our ornithologists the Barn-Owl is a rare resident in the 
Governments of Kharkov and Kiev, more commonly distributed 
in the Government of Podolia, and numerous enough in Bessa- 
rabia. East of the last-mentioned locality it only occasionally 
occurs in the steppes of New Russia, probably as far east as 
the Lower Dnieper. In Central Russia this species is a very 
rare resident, except in the Government of Orel, whence it 
strays into the southern part of the Government of Tula. 


SYRNIUM LAPPONICUM. 
The Lapp Owl breeds regularly in the extreme north of 


* Continued from ‘Ibis,’ 1884, p. 315. 
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the large expanse of the forest country or the “ Taiga,” but 
only accidentally further south. 

It is resident in Lapland and Finland as far south as lat. 
67°, but in the southern portions of that country it is said 
to be found only during the winter. It has been frequently 
obtained in the Government of St. Petersburg, and it is a 
resident in the large forests near Lake Peypus (lat.59°). It is 
found and perhaps breeds in the eastern parts ef the Govern- 
ment of Pskov, and, according to Mr. Dzieduszycky, breeds in 
the district of Dzisniensk, in the Government of Vilna (lat. 
554°). In the Government of Minsk and in other parts of 
Lithuania it is said to breed by Mr. Tyzcenhaus, who informs 
us that it has several times been observed in the Governments 
of Grodno and Lublin; consequently we must study the 
breeding-range of the bird in North-western and Western 
Russia more carefully, this country being very interesting 
from a z00-geographical point of view. During the winters 
of 1866 and 1881 the Lapp Owl was found near Moscow, 
and in one instance it was obtained at the same season in 
the Government of Orel. 

East of Finland it is not rare near Archangel, and it is 
found near Ustug and in the Government of Vologda, but 
nothing is known of its breeding-range in the country be- 
tween the Dvina river and the Ural. In the last-mentioned 
locality the bird was obtained about 30 versts from Polevsky 
Lavod, and, according to Mr. Pleske, during the winter of 
1872 was obtained in Tevkelevsky Khutar, only 13 versts 
from Orenburg. It is very possible that it breeds in the 
Ural Mountains more to the south than we know of at 


present. 


SYRNIUM URALENSE. 

The Ural Owl is common and resident in all the forests of 
Northern Russia; it is also a local breeding bird in Central 
Russia, and in some instances has been found as far south as 
lat. 54°-53°. 

Jt is more or less common and resident in all parts of 
Finland aud Lapland, from the Gulf of Finland in the south 
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to the limit of forest-growth in the north. More to the east 
the Ural Owl is not uncommon near Archangel, Pinega, and 
in the large forests of the Governments of Vologda, Wjatka, 
and Perm; but we do not know its northern breeding-limit 
in the country near the Petchora. According to Mr. Bog- 
danow, this bird breeds regularly throughout the country 
of the Middle Volga, from the mouth of the Kania river 
to the Samarskaja Luka; but more to the west, in Central 
Russia, the Ural Ow! does not go so far south, and has been 
found in this direction only in the Governments of Kostroma 
and Moseow. In Western Russia it is not rare in the Govern- 
ments of Novgorod and Pskov, and breeds throughout the 
forests of the Baltic Provinces; but on the testimony of 
Mr. Taczanowsky it is very rare in Poland. According to 
Mr. Eichwald the Ural Owl is resident in the Government of 
Minsk, and according to Mr. Tyzenhaus it breeds through- 
out Lithuania. 

During the winter this bird has been oceasionally seen in 
the woods of the Obsehy-Syrt as well asin the Governments 
of Jaroslav and Moscow. 


ULULA ALUCO. 

The Tawny Owl is distributed throughout the woods of 
Central and Southern Russia as far north as lat. G0°-G1°, 
and as far east as the eastern slopes of the Ural Mountains. 

In Finland this bird is extremely rare, being found only 
on the north-western coast of the Gulfof Finland. In some 
parts of the Government of St. Petersburg it is not uneommon. 
In the Government of Novgorod the Tawny Ow] has hitherto 
been observed only in the southern portion of the country. 
More to the east, in the Governments of Jaroslav and Kos- 
troma, as well as in most parts of the Governments of Wjatka 
and Perm, this bird is one of the commonest Owls; but on 
the eastern slopes of the Ural Mountains, which are about 
its eastern breeding-limit, it is very rare. On the wooded 
spurs of the Ural, in the forests near the Volga, in Central 
aud Southern Russia, in Lithuania, in Poland, and in the 
Baltic Provinces this species is very common, but it is only 
found occasionally im the steppes of New Russia. 
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According to Mr. Shatilov, the Tawny Owl breeds in the 
mountains of the Crimea. 


AsIo oTus. 

The Long-eared Owl is distributed throughout almost the 
whole of Russia with the exception of the more northern 
part of the country. 

In Finland it breeds as far north as lat. 63°, but is common 
only near the Gulf of Finland, on the Oeland Islands, and near 
Lake Ladoga. In the Government of Archangel the Long- 
eared Owl is very rare, though it has been several times obtained 
there, especially near Archangel. More to the east, in the 
country between the Dvina and the Kama, its northern 
breeding-limit 1s more south, and in the Ural Mountains this 
Owl has been found only as far north as lat. 58°-59°. It is 
very common throughout the whole of Central Russia, not 
uncommon in the woods of Southern Russia, and is found 
also on the northern slopes of the Caucasus. 

In the Crimea this bird is met with only during the winter. 


ASIO ACCIPITRINUS. 

The Short-cared Owl is distributed throughout Russia, 
from the extreme north to the southern limit of the country, 
where it breeds in the Crimea, as well as in the steppes of the 
Government of Stauropol, and in the valleys of the Terek 
and the Kuban. 

In Central and Southern Russia a few may be seen in 
winter. 

NycTALE TENGMALMI. 

Tengmalm’s Owl is a very typical member of the avifauna 
of Northern Russia, and breeds throughout the forest-country 
as far south as the southern limit of the pinc-forests (Pinus 
sylvestris). 

It is common and resident almost throughout Finland, as 
well as near Lakes Ladoga and Onega, and in Karelia; but 
in Northern Finland and in Lapland it is rare, though found 
nearly as far north as the limit of forest-growth. In the 
country about the Dvina it is common as far as Archangel ; 
but more to the east, in the Governments of Vologda, Wjatka, 


Russia north of the Caucasus. 259 


and Perm, its northern breeding-limit trends from N.N.W. 
to S.S.E. and in the Ural Mountains, according to Mr. 
Sabanacv, this Owl is found only as far north as lat. 59°. 
Its southern breeding-limit is still insufficiently known; but 
according to Eversmann it still nests in the woods of the 
northern part of the Governments of Orenburg and Saratov. 
We know nothing as to the distribution of this bird in the 
Governments of Penza and Tambov, but it is common in the 
Government of Riazan ; not uncommon in the northern part 
of the Government of Tula; and is found throughout all the 
forest-country from the Gulf of Finland in the north to the 
country about the Pripet river in the south, as well as in 
Poland. Russow states that it rarely breeds in the Baltic 
Provinces. 

During the winter this Owl strays as far south as Guriev, 
and is not uncommon in the woods of Southern Russia. 

Messrs. Carte, Blakiston, and Shatilov include Tengmalin’s 
Owl in their respective lists of the birds of the Crimea. But 
neither Carte nor Blakiston obtained skins for identification, 
and all the specimens of the supposed Nyctale tengmalmi 
in Shatilov’s collection are merely darkly coloured examples 
of Athene noctua. 


ATHENE NOCTUA. 


The Little Owl is very common in Southern and in some 
parts of Central Russia, but in the northern parts of Central 
Russia ìt is very rare. 

We do not know its northeru breeding-limit in the Baltic 
Provinces, but it probably breeds in the south-western part 
of Courland, as it is found in the Government of Grodno 
and is common in Poland. Its distribution in the valley of 
the Upper Dnieper is still unknown; but in Central Russia it 
breeds in the southern part of the Government of Tula, as 
well as in the Government of Riazan, and is occasionally 
found near Moscow. More to the east it inhabits the Govern- 
ments of Penza, Simbirsk, and Orenburg ; but we do not know 
the eastern and southern breeding-iimit of this species be- 
tween the Lower Volga and the Ural Mountains, and it is 
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very possible that near the Caspian Sea Athene noctua may 
be replaced by Athene orientalis. 

In Sonthern Russia, from the Volga to the northern slopes 
of the Caueasus and Bessarabia, the Little Owl is very com- 
mon and partially resident. 

In the Crimea Athene noctua is very common, but the 
speeimens procured in that country differ from those of 
Central Russia in being more greyish brown, like Athene 
meridionalis. 


GLAUCIDIUM PASSERINUM. 

The Pygmy Owl is distributed thronghont the northern 
forests of Russia. Generally it is resident, but the birds 
of the extreme north winter in Central Russia. 

In Finland it is found as far north as lat. 681°, but it is 
rare near the northern limit of its brecding-range; and though 
it occasionally occurs near Archangel, it is not fonnd in the 
valley of the Petchora. In the Ural Mountains it oeenrs 
ouly as farnorthas Ekaterinburg. Further south it breeds in 
the forests of the northern part of the Government of Oren- 
burg, in the Government of Kazan, and generally in the 
country of the Middle Volga as far south as the Govern- 
ment of Simbirsk. It is common in the Government of 
Vologda and in Finland, but rarer in the Governments of 
St. Petersburg, Tver, Jaroslav, Moscow, m the Baltie Pro- 
vinces, in Poland, and in Lithnania. Inthe eentral portions 
of Russia the Pygmy Owl is said to be resident in the Govern- 
ment of Riazan; but in the Governments of Tula and Orel it 
is found only during the winter migration. 


SURNIA ULULA. 

Like Nyctale tengmalmi and Glaucidium passerinum, the 
Hawk-Owl is an inhabitant of the northern forest-country 
or “ Taiga”; bnt it ranges further north than either of these 
birds, as far as the limit of forest-growth. 

Jn the Kola Peninsula this bird is fonnd up to lat. 67°-68°, 
and in the country between the White Sea and the Ural 
Mountains as far north as lat. 66°-67°. Throughout the 
forests of Northern Russia, from the Gulf of Bothnia in the 
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west to the Ural Mountains in the east, the Hawk-Owl is a 
common resident ; but its southern breeding-range being still 
insufficiently known, I can only enumerate some of its 
breeding-localities in Central Russia. According to Evers- 
man the Hawk-Owl is not rare in the southern forests of the 
Ural Mountains, in the woods of the northern part of the 
Government of Orenburg, and throughout all the Government 
of Kazan. It probably breeds in the northern part of the 
Government of Riazan, and undoubtedly in the Government 
of Moscow, in the northern part of the Government of Tula, 
and in the Government of Smolensk. In the wooded country 
between the Gulf of Finland and the Upper Dnieper this 
Owl is not uncommon; but Russow states that it only 
occasionally breeds in the Baltic Provinces. Mr. Tyzenhaus 
informs us that this bird is resident and not uncommon in 
Lithuania, and Taezanowsky says that it occurs in Poland 
during the winter. 

In winter the Hawk-Owl strays as far south as lat. 49°—48°. 


NYCTEA SCANDIACA. 

The Snowy Owl is a bird of the tundra and of the large 
marshes dispersed through the northern forests. More to 
the south it breeds only irregularly and very rarely. 

It is common and partially resident on the islands of 
Novaja Zemlja, on Waigatz, and throughout the Kola Penin- 
sula, from the Varanger fiord in the north as far south as 
lat. 67°. In the country near the White Sea it breeds near 
the town of Onega, near Archangel, on the Kaninskaja tundra, 
in the neighbourhood of Pinega and Mezen. In the valley 
of the Lower Petchora this species was found as far south 
as Ust-Zylma, and the Ural Expedition observed it between 
lat. 68° and lat. 70°. Mr. Sabanaev informs us that this 
hird breeds in the Ural Mountains as far south as lat. 56°; 
but this information is very doubtful, as well as his state- 
ments respecting the breeding of the Snowy Owl in some 
districts of the Governments of Jaroslav, Moscow, and Orel 
(fide Mr. Evrcinov). Neither Mr. Lorenz nor I obtained 
this species in the last-mentioned localities during the 
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breeding-season, though it is common cnough there during 
the winter. In exceptional cases the Snowy Owl breeds in 
the Government of St. Petersburg and in Livonia. 

During the winter the Snowy Owl is distributed through- 
out the whole of Russia, as far south as the shores of the 
Caspian Sea and Taganrog on the Sea of Azov. 


Buso MAXIMUS. 

The Great Horned Owl is distributed throughout Russia 
with the exception of the tundra, but it is nowhere very 
common in our country. The specimens of this bird pro- 
cured east of the Volga differ from those of Central and 
Western Russia in being paler and whiter, like the Siberian 
Great Horned Owl; but the veritable Bubo maximus vay, 
sibirica occurs only east of the Ural Mountains. In Bash- 
kiria the pale variety of- the Great Horned Owl meets with 
the pale variety of the Cenitral-Asiatic Bubo turcomanus. 
The south-eastern hmit of the distribution of B. maximus in 
the country between the Upper Ural river and the mouth 
of the Volga is still unknown. 


BUBO TURCOMANUS. 

Some ornithologists confound Bubo turcomanus, Eversm., 
with Bubo sibiricus, Licht., and on this ground connect the 
former with Bubo maximus. This confusion has arisen 
from the fact that the pale variety of Bubo turcomanus, 
which is probably only a climatie variety of the Central- 
Asiatic bird, bears a superficial resemblance to the Siberian 
form of Bubo maximus ; but the dimensious and the character 
of the coloration of the two birds are very different. Both in 
their pale varieties and in the typical forms, B. turcomanus 
is not so large as B. maximus, and has not the large longi- 
tudinal black streaks on the lower breast and abdomen. 
Typical specimens of B. furcomanus being very similar to B. 
ascalaphus, it seems to me that this bird is an intermediate 
form between B. maximus and B. ascalaphus. 

The geographical distribution of the Turcoman Great 
LLlorned Owl is as follows—the south-western part of Siberia 
as far north as lat. 54° (Upper Uralsk), where this bird 
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meets with the Siberian Great Horned Owl, Ust-Urt, Russian 
and Eastern Turkestan, and the Pamir. Skins of B.turcomanus 
obtained near Irkutsk and Kultuk were received by us from 
the late Mr. Shvedov. It is probably the same species of 
Great Horned Owl which inhabits Tibet and the highlands 
of Persia. 

The north-western limit of the breeding-range of Budo 
turcomanus, between the Lower Volga and Upper Ural, is 
still unknown. Probably the ranges of the two species 
overlap in that country. 

Scops GIU. 

The Scops Owl is commonly distributed in South-eastern 
Russia ; it is rare in the southern and south-western portions 
and is very local in the central governments. 

It breeds commonly in the forests of the Southern Ural, 
and in the outlying spurs between the Sakmara and Tandyk 
rivers; it is not uncommon in the forests near the Ural 
river and the Lower Volga, but is very rare near Astrakhan, 
where it is said to be a resident. 

We do not know any thing of its distribution in the 
Governments of Ekaterinoslav and Kherson, nor of its breed 
ing-range in the Governments of Kursk, Chernigov, and 
Smolensk; but it is a very common resident in the 
Crimea, and it breeds in Bessarabia, the Government of 
Kiev, the Government of Orel, the southern portion of 
the Government of Tula, and probably in the district 
of Laraisk in the Government of Riazan. According to 
Mr. Taezanowsky it is a rare resident in Poland and Li- 
thuania. 

During migration this bird is very common near Guriev 
(at the mouth of the Ural river). 


XXIII.—Notes on the Breeding-habits of certain Sea-Birds 
Srequenting Norfolk Island and the adjoining Islets. By 
W. M. Crowroor, M.D. 


For the following notes I am indebted to my friend Mr. P, 


